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FARMS/LAND IN FARMS 
 
The total number of farms in Iowa in 2016 was 87,000, down 500 farms compared to 
a year ago, according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  The 
largest decrease in number of farms came in the $1,000-$9,999 range with a decrease 
of 600 farms from 26,600 in 2015 to 26,000 in 2016. 
  
Total land in farms in Iowa in 2016 was 30.5 million acres, 
unchanged since 2014, however, total land in farms in the 
$1,000-$9,999 range fell to 0.9 million acres, while total 
land in farms in the $1,000,000 and over range rose to 
9.6 million acres. 
 
The average farm size in Iowa in 2016 was 351 acres, up 
two acres since last year.  The average farm size in the 
$1,000,000 and over sales class increased 32 acres from 
1,301 in 2015 to 1,333 in 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farms and Land in Farms, by Sales Class - Iowa:  2012-2016 
[Farms and ranches are classified in "sales classes" by summing sales of agricultural products and government program payments.] 
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(NA) Not available. 
1  Beginning in 2013, the $500,000-$999,999 and $1,000,000 and over categories are published separately.  Prior to that, the information was combined in the $500,000 
and over category. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
 
Milk production in Iowa during January 2017 totaled 433 million pounds, up 4 percent from the previous January 
according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – Milk Production report. The average 
number of milk cows during January, at 215,000 head, was the same as last month but 5,000 more than last year.  
Monthly production per cow averaged 2,015 pounds, up 30 pounds from last January. 
 
 
 
 
 
Milk Cows and Production – Selected States:  January 2016 and 2017 
State 
Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 
2016 2017 2016 2017 2016 2017 
Change 
from 2016 
 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (pounds) (pounds) (million pounds) (million pounds) (percent) 
Arizona  ................................... 
California  ................................ 
Colorado  ................................. 
Florida  ..................................... 
Idaho ....................................... 
Illinois ...................................... 
Indiana  .................................... 
Iowa  ....................................... 
Kansas  .................................... 
Michigan  ................................. 
Minnesota ................................ 
New Mexico  ............................ 
New York  ................................ 
Ohio  ........................................ 
Oregon  .................................... 
Pennsylvania  .......................... 
South Dakota ........................... 
Texas  ...................................... 
Utah  ........................................ 
Vermont  .................................. 
Virginia  .................................... 
Washington  ............................. 
Wisconsin  ............................... 
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 1,965  
 
 1,920 
2,110  
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 2,015  
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 2,010  
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 1,957 
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 3,432  
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 1,179  
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 212  
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 173  
 230  
 150  
 555  
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 927  
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 177  
 233  
 149  
 553  
 2,541  
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1.0 
 
2.7 
1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.   
2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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